" Ralston Post Office and Manor House  HABS-NJ=367 =
.- Ralston, Morris County, New Jersey : s T

Vil ' PHOTOGRAPHS
o ‘ o WRITTEN HISTCRICAL AND DESCRIPTIVE DATA
District of New Jersey

el Historiec American Buildings Survey
: . . Seymour Williams, A.I.A., District Officer
i 133 Central Avenue, Rahway, New Jersey



HABS-1IJ=357

Page 1

Ralston Post Offlice and Manor House
Ralston, Yorris County, Wew Jersey
Owner: MNMrs, Peter De Mott

Date of Erection: About 1785
Architect:

Builder: Jobhn Ralston

Present Condition: Good

Number of Stories: Post Office -« one and one-half
Manor House -~ two and one-half

Materials of Construction:

Post Office
Foundation -~ stone

Bxterior walls - frame construction

Interior walls - plester over hand
hevn lath

Roof - pitch

Manor House
Poundation - stone

Exterior walls - frame construction
Interior walls -~ plagter on lath
Roof -~ pitch

Historiecal Datas

A £laimw has been made that the post office
is the oldest in continuous use in United States, However,
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no post office was established in Ralston until 1893,
so that that statement does not seem to be true. The
truth is that it is possibly the oldest bullding in
the United States in which a post office is housed,

In 1713 Danlel Wills of Burlington County
made a survey of this sectlon and his son, John Wills,
was the Tirst settler somewhere between 1720-1723,

The settlement was originally celled "Roxitus®, an
Indian name supposed to mean "rock of the big meeting",
David Brainard preached to the Indians herc during 1740,

Both the store and the house were built by
Johmn Ralston about 1785 as near as can be established,
The mill was built sbhout 1772 by one Jonn Logan, and
the present post oifice was built as a store Lo serve
as an outlet for the mill, It was used as & store
until 1892 after which time, when Peter De liott be~
came postmaster and bought the property from the
Leddell entate, Doth the store and the mill were dis-
continued. The o0ld store also served as a stage~coach
station in early days.

The post office frame is of hand hewn osk,
mortised and btenoned, The siding on rear and side
walls is of oak while the front wall is covered
with wide tonrued and grooved vine boards., The
floors are of hand hewn oak planks, The originsl
hardware is stvill intaet, It has an unusual roof
overhanging the front by about three fect.

Few changes heve been made in the manor house,
Each floor has four big rooms twenbty by twenty-four leet,
each with an open fireplace. The kitchen fireplace is
an exceptionally large ocne. The Iloors have been renewed,
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